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MICHIGAN STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
STATEMENT OF ASSURANCE OF COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL LAW

The Michigan State Board of Education complies with all Federal laws and regulations 
prohibiting discrimination and with all requirements and regulations of the U.S. Department 
of Education. It is the policy of the Michigan State Board of Education that no person on the 
basis of race, color, religion, national origin or ancestry, age, sex, marital status, or handicap 
shall be discriminated against, excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or 
otherwise be subjected to discrimination in any program or activity for which it is responsible 
or for which it receives financial assistance from the U.S. Department of Education.

The sample items included in this set can be used by students and teachers to 
become familiar with the kinds of items students will encounter on the paper/pencil 
summative assessments. The sample items demonstrate the rigor of Michigan’s 
academic content standards. They are not to be interpreted as indicative of the 
focus of the M-STEP assessments; they are simply a collection of item samples. 
Every standard is not included in this sample set.
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P
ar

t 
1

WAIT  

PART X
DIRECTIONS:

In this part, you will answer multiple-choice social studies questions. Some questions will ask you 
to read a passage, map, or other social studies-related information. Use that information with what 
you know to answer the question. 

You must mark all of your answers in your Answer Document with a No. 2 pencil. You may 
underline, circle, or write in this test booklet to help you, but nothing marked in this test booklet 
will be scored. 

Mark only one answer for each question. Completely fill in the corresponding circle on your Answer 
Document. If you erase an answer, be sure to erase completely. Remember that if you skip a 
question in the test booklet, you need to skip the answer space for that question on the Answer 
Document. If you are not sure of an answer, mark your best choice. 

A sample question is provided for you below.

Sample Multiple-Choice Question:

  Which economic activity is most important in Florida today?

 A logging

 B trapping

 C growing potatoes and apples

 D growing grapefruits and oranges

For this sample question, the correct answer is D. Circle D is filled in for the sample question on 
your Answer Document.

Once you have reached the word STOP in your test booklet, do NOT go on to the next page. If you 
finish early, you may go back and check your work. Check to make sure that you have answered 
every question. Do NOT look at any other part of the test.
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GO ON  

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2007 
 

  

 
Page 2 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE  

 
 
 
1 Identify essential ideas in Declaration of Independence 

 A Chose an example not part of the Declaration of Independence 

 B Chose an example not part of the Declaration of Independence 

 C Correct

 D Chose an example not part of the Declaration of Independence 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
3 Identify which constitutional principal was established with a given 

Supreme Court case 

 A Correct

 B Supreme Court case given does not reflect this principle 

 C Supreme Court case given does not reflect this principle 

 D Supreme Court case given does not reflect this principle

31

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2007 
 

  

 
Page 3 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE  

 
 
 
 
5 Distinguish between representative democracy and other forms of 

government 

 A Example does not correctly identify specific form of government 

 B Correct

 C Example does not correctly identify specific form of government 

 D Example does not correctly identify specific form of government
 
 

2

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2007 
 

  

 
Page 4 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE  

 
 
 
 
7 Locate world region using given physical characteristics 

 A Chose region that does not exhibit the given features 

 B Chose region that does not exhibit the given features 

 C Chose region that does not exhibit the given features 

 D Correct
 
 
 
3
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GO ON  

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2007 
 

  

 
Page 4 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE  

 
 
 
 
7 Locate world region using given physical characteristics 

 A Chose region that does not exhibit the given features 

 B Chose region that does not exhibit the given features 

 C Chose region that does not exhibit the given features 

 D Correct
 
 
 

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2007 
 

  

 
Page 5 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
  

9 Explain consequences of modifying a given natural environment 

 A Chose incorrect consequences for given environment 

 B Correct

 C Chose incorrect consequences for given environment 

 D Chose incorrect consequences for given environment
 
 
 

 
 

4

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2007 
 

  

 
Page 6 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE  

 
 
 
11 Identify a key purpose of the Northwest Ordinance 

 A Example not a purpose of the Northwest Ordinance 

 B Correct

 C Example not a purpose of the Northwest Ordinance 

 D Example not a purpose of the Northwest Ordinance
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
13 Identify historical decision before Reconstruction 

 A Example was not part of historical decision 

 B Example was not part of historical decision 

 C Correct

 D Example was not part of historical decision 
 

5

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2007 
 

  

 
Page 7 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE  

 
 
 
 
15 Identify historical decision before Reconstruction 

 A Example was not part of historical decision 

 B Example was not part of historical decision 

 C Correct

 D Example was not part of historical decision 
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GO ON  

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2007 
 

  

 
Page 8 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE  

 
 
 
 
17 Identify business practices of entrepreneurs 

 A Correct

 B Chose incorrect practice 

 C Chose incorrect practice 

 D Chose incorrect practice
 
 
 

 

7

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2007 
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17 Identify business practices of entrepreneurs 

 A Correct

 B Chose incorrect practice 

 C Chose incorrect practice 

 D Chose incorrect practice
 
 
 

 

8

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2007 
 

  

 
Page 14 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
  

 
 
 
 
23 Select the situation in which the federal government has the power to 

regulate trade 

 A Selected an intra-state situation 

 B Correct

 C Selected an intra-state situation 

 D Selected an intra-state situation 
 
 
 

 
 
 

9
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GO ON  

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2007 
 

  

 
Page 15 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
  

 
 
 
 
26 Identify the most likely method to fund a given public service 

 A Chose a private source for funds 

 B Chose an irrelevant source of funds for given public service 

 C Correct

 D Chose an irrelevant source of funds for given public service 
 
 
 
 
 

25  Which economic institution represents workers negotiating contracts or salaries  
with employers?

10

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2007 
 

  

 
Page 16 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
  

 
 
 
 
28 Identify a main reason for building the Erie Canal 

 A Correct

 B Chose an objective beyond the location of the Canal 

 C Chose a secondary commercial plan after the building of the Canal  

 D Chose an objective beyond the location of the Canal 
 
 
 
29 Identify an environmental change attributed to deforestation 

 A Selected a change not attributed to deforestation 

 B Correct

 C Selected a change not attributed to deforestation 

 D Selected a change not attributed to deforestation
 
 
 

Colonization of Africa in 1910 Official Languages of Africa

27  Use the information and your knowledge of social studies to answer the question.11
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GO ON  

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2007 
 

  

 
Page 18 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
  

 
 
 
33 Identify the historical decision of the Louisiana Purchase 

 A Correct

 B Chose incorrect reason for decision 

 C Chose incorrect reason for decision 

 D Chose incorrect reason for decision 
 
 
 
34 Use records to analyze the Lewis and Clark expedition 

 A Chose incorrect interpretation  

 B Chose incorrect interpretation 

 C Correct

 D Chose incorrect interpretation 
 
 

A Patriotism

B Checks and Balances

C Pursuit of Happiness

D Liberty 

12

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2007 
 

  

 
Page 19 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
  

 
 
 
 
36 Identify social movement related to the book: Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

 A Chose incorrect movement  

 B Chose incorrect movement  

 C Chose incorrect movement  

 D Correct
 
 
 
 

13

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2007 
 

  

 
Page 22 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
44 Identify a core democratic value in the Declaration of Independence 

 A Selected wrong core democratic value 

 B Selected wrong core democratic value 

 C Selected wrong core democratic value 

 D Correct
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GO ON  

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2007 
 

  

 
Page 18 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
  

 
 
 
33 Identify the historical decision of the Louisiana Purchase 

 A Correct

 B Chose incorrect reason for decision 

 C Chose incorrect reason for decision 

 D Chose incorrect reason for decision 
 
 
 
34 Use records to analyze the Lewis and Clark expedition 

 A Chose incorrect interpretation  

 B Chose incorrect interpretation 

 C Correct

 D Chose incorrect interpretation 
 
 

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2007 
 

  

 
Page 22 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
44 Identify a core democratic value in the Declaration of Independence 

 A Selected wrong core democratic value 

 B Selected wrong core democratic value 

 C Selected wrong core democratic value 

 D Correct
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Page 22 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
44 Identify a core democratic value in the Declaration of Independence 

 A Selected wrong core democratic value 

 B Selected wrong core democratic value 

 C Selected wrong core democratic value 

 D Correct
 
 
 

15

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2007 
 

  

 
Page 23 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS STOP
  

45 Identify process used to change the U. S. Constitution 

 A Chose wrong process 

 B Chose wrong process. 

 C Correct

 D Chose wrong process 
 
 
 

 
 

16

1

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
 

  

 
Page 2 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE  

 
 

 
 

2 C.4.m.2
Explain how the Constitution is maintained as supreme law in the Supreme Court

 A Option does not reflect role of the Supreme Court 

 B Option does not reflect role of the Supreme Court 

 C CA

 D Option does not reflect role of the Supreme Court 

 

 
 
 

1717
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GO ON  

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
 

  

 
Page 3 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE  

4 C.2.m.2
Describe ways the Constitution delegates congressional powers 

 A CA

 B Option does not reflect a power of the Congress 

 C Option does not reflect a power of the Congress 

 D Option does not reflect a power of the Congress 

 
5 

 
 

18

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
 

  

 
Page 4 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE  

 
 

 
Directions:  Use what you know about Geography to answer questions 6 through 10. 
 

6 G.3.m.1
Describe a given economic activity of Great Plains region 

 A CA

 B Option not connected to given economic activity 

 C Option not connected to given economic activity 

 D Option not connected to given economic activity 

 
 
7 

 
 
 
8 
 

19

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
 

  

 
Page 4 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE  

 
 

 
Directions:  Use what you know about Geography to answer questions 6 through 10. 
 

6 G.3.m.1
Describe a given economic activity of Great Plains region 

 A CA

 B Option not connected to given economic activity 

 C Option not connected to given economic activity 

 D Option not connected to given economic activity 

 
 
7 

 
 
 
8 
 
20
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GO ON  

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
 

  

 
Page 5 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
  

 
9 

 

10 G.2.m.5
Describe an effect of acid rain 

 A Not an effect of acid rain 

 B CA

 C Not an effect of acid rain 

 D Not an effect of acid rain 
 
 

21

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
 

  

 
Page 6 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE  

 
 
Directions:  Use what you know about History to answer questions 11 through 15. 

11 H.1.m.1
Interpret timeline of early US historical documents 

 A Incorrect interpretation 

 B CA

 C Incorrect interpretation 

 D Incorrect interpretation 
 
 
12 

 
 
13 Identify historical decision before Reconstruction 

 A Example was not part of historical decision 

 B Example was not part of historical decision 

 C Correct

 D Example was not part of historical decision 
 

A Settlers were not allowed to bring families to the region.

B Settlers could not make money.

C Settlers were not allowed to attend school.

D Settlers could not live constitutionally. 

22

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
 

  

 
Page 7 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE  

 
14 

 

15 H.1.m.2
Describe factor in the start of the United States Civil War 

 A Not a factor in the start of the Civil War 

 B CA

 C Not a factor in the start of the Civil War 

 D Not a factor in the start of the Civil War 

 
 
 

23
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GO ON  

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
 

  

 
Page 8 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE  

 
 
Directions:  Use what you know about Economics to answer questions 16 through 20. 
 
 
 
16 

 
 
 
17 E.2.m.1

Describe a common characteristic of entrepreneurs 

 A CA

 B Not a common characteristic of entrepreneurs 

 C Not a common characteristic of entrepreneurs 

 D Not a common characteristic of entrepreneurs 

 
18 

 

24

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
 

  

 
Page 8 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE  

 
 
Directions:  Use what you know about Economics to answer questions 16 through 20. 
 
 
 
16 

 
 
 
17 E.2.m.1

Describe a common characteristic of entrepreneurs 

 A CA

 B Not a common characteristic of entrepreneurs 

 C Not a common characteristic of entrepreneurs 

 D Not a common characteristic of entrepreneurs 

 
18 

 

25

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
 

  

 
Page 9 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE  

 
19 

 
 
 
20 E.3.m.4

Describe the role of import taxes 

 A Not an effect of import taxes 

 B Not an effect of import taxes 

 C CA

 D Not an effect of import taxes 

 
 

26
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GO ON  

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
 

  

 
Page 8 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE  

 
 
Directions:  Use what you know about Economics to answer questions 16 through 20. 
 
 
 
16 

 
 
 
17 E.2.m.1

Describe a common characteristic of entrepreneurs 

 A CA

 B Not a common characteristic of entrepreneurs 

 C Not a common characteristic of entrepreneurs 

 D Not a common characteristic of entrepreneurs 

 
18 

 

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
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Directions:  Use what you know about Economics to answer questions 16 through 20. 
 
 
 
16 

 
 
 
17 E.2.m.1

Describe a common characteristic of entrepreneurs 

 A CA

 B Not a common characteristic of entrepreneurs 

 C Not a common characteristic of entrepreneurs 

 D Not a common characteristic of entrepreneurs 

 
18 
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19 

 
 
 
20 E.3.m.4

Describe the role of import taxes 

 A Not an effect of import taxes 

 B Not an effect of import taxes 

 C CA

 D Not an effect of import taxes 

 
 

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
 

  

 
Page 11 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
  

 
 
Directions:  Use what you know about Economics to answer questions 21 through 25. 
 
 
21 

 

22 E.4.m.2
Describe effects of banks’ lending practices 

 A Not an effect of lending practices 

 B Not an effect of lending practices 

 C CA

 D Not an effect of lending practices 

 
23 

 

24 E.2.m.4
Describe how international events affect US economy 

 A Not an event most likely to affect US economy 

 B Not an event most likely to affect US economy 

 C CA

 D Not an event most likely to affect US economy 
 

27

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
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Directions:  Use what you know about Economics to answer questions 21 through 25. 
 
 
21 

 

22 E.4.m.2
Describe effects of banks’ lending practices 

 A Not an effect of lending practices 

 B Not an effect of lending practices 

 C CA

 D Not an effect of lending practices 

 
23 

 

24 E.2.m.4
Describe how international events affect US economy 

 A Not an event most likely to affect US economy 

 B Not an event most likely to affect US economy 

 C CA

 D Not an event most likely to affect US economy 
 

28

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
 

  

 
Page 12 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
  

25 

 
 

29
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GO ON  

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
 

  

 
Page 14 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
  

29 

 
 
 

30 G.5.m.2
Describe effects of a given mountain region 

 A Not an effect of given mountain region 

 B CA

 C Not an effect of given mountain region 

 D Not an effect of given mountain region 

 

30

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
 

  

 
Page 15 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
  

 
 
Directions:  Use what you know about History to answer questions 31 through 35. 
 
 
31 

 

32 H.4.m.4
Identify core democratic value in a given historical decision 

 A Core democratic value not a part of given decision 

 B Core democratic value not a part of given decision 

 C Core democratic value not a part of given decision 

 D CA

 
33 

 
 
34 H.2.m.1

Interpret given narrative to describe historical setting 

 A Incorrect interpretation of given narrative 

 B CA

 C Incorrect interpretation of given narrative 

 D Incorrect interpretation of given narrative 

31

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
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Directions:  Use what you know about History to answer questions 31 through 35. 
 
 
31 

 

32 H.4.m.4
Identify core democratic value in a given historical decision 

 A Core democratic value not a part of given decision 

 B Core democratic value not a part of given decision 

 C Core democratic value not a part of given decision 

 D CA

 
33 

 
 
34 H.2.m.1

Interpret given narrative to describe historical setting 

 A Incorrect interpretation of given narrative 

 B CA

 C Incorrect interpretation of given narrative 

 D Incorrect interpretation of given narrative 

32

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
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35 

 
 

33
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GO ON  

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
 

  

 
Page 14 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
  

29 

 
 
 

30 G.5.m.2
Describe effects of a given mountain region 

 A Not an effect of given mountain region 

 B CA

 C Not an effect of given mountain region 

 D Not an effect of given mountain region 
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Directions:  Use what you know about History to answer questions 31 through 35. 
 
 
31 

 

32 H.4.m.4
Identify core democratic value in a given historical decision 

 A Core democratic value not a part of given decision 

 B Core democratic value not a part of given decision 

 C Core democratic value not a part of given decision 

 D CA

 
33 

 
 
34 H.2.m.1

Interpret given narrative to describe historical setting 

 A Incorrect interpretation of given narrative 

 B CA

 C Incorrect interpretation of given narrative 

 D Incorrect interpretation of given narrative 

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
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Directions:  Use what you know about History to answer questions 31 through 35. 
 
 
31 

 

32 H.4.m.4
Identify core democratic value in a given historical decision 

 A Core democratic value not a part of given decision 

 B Core democratic value not a part of given decision 

 C Core democratic value not a part of given decision 

 D CA

 
33 

 
 
34 H.2.m.1

Interpret given narrative to describe historical setting 

 A Incorrect interpretation of given narrative 

 B CA

 C Incorrect interpretation of given narrative 

 D Incorrect interpretation of given narrative 

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
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Directions: Read the information below and use it with what you know to answer 
questions 36 through 41. 
 
 

 

 

34  Use the information and your knowledge of social studies to answer the question.

Percent of Michigan’s Regsitered Voters 
Participating in Presidental Elections, 1992–2004

P
er

ce
n

ta
g

e 
of

 V
ot

er
s

Year

 If the voting trend established between 1996 and 2004 continues, what can be expected in 
Michigan’s next Presidential Election?

A Voter turnout will be based on candidate support.

B Voter turnout will be greater than 68 percent.

C Voter turnout will be less than in 1996.

D Voter turnout will be at a record low. 
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GO ON  

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
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Directions:  Use what you know about Civics to answer questions 42 through 46. 

42 

43 C.1.m.2
Identify major characteristics of representative democracy 

 A Option does not describe a representative democracy 

 B CA

 C Option does not describe a representative democracy 

 D Option does not describe a representative democracy 

 
44

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments 
are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the 
consent of the governed… He has dissolved Representative 
Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his 
invasions on the rights of the people…. He has abdicated 
Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and 
waging War against us. He has plundered our seas, ravaged our 
Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.

 — The Declaration of Independence

35  Use the information and your knowledge of social studies to answer the question.

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
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45

 
 
 
46 C.4.m.2 

Identify the role of the Constitution as supreme law 

 A Not an example of the Constitution 

 B Not an example of the Constitution 

 C CA

 D Not an example of the Constitution 

 

36
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Item 
Number

Correct 
Answer

Standard/ 
Benchmark Description

1 D 8 - U3.3.6 Creating New Government and a New Constitution: 
Bill of Rights and Limited Government

2 A 8 - U4.1.4 Establishing a National Judiciary and its Power: 
Establishing Courts

3 B 7 - G1.3.1 Geographical Understanding: Fundamental Themes

4 C 6 - E1.1.1 The Market Economy: Individual, Business and 
Government Choices

5 C 8 - U4.2.1 Regional and Economic Growth: Comparing Northeast 
and South 

6 B 8 - U5.1.4 Civil War and Reconstruction: Sectional Tensions

7 B 6 - E1.1.1 The Market Economy: Businesses and Private Goods

8 A 6 - E1.1.1 The Market Economy: Businesses and Private Goods

9 D 7 - E1.1.1 The Market Economy: Entrepreneurship and Profit

10 B 7 - E1.1.1 The Market Economy: Labor Unions and Avoiding Loss

11 C 7 - G4.4.1 Patterns of Human Settlement: Cooperation and 
Conflict

12 B 8 - U3.3.4 Creating New Government(s) and a New Constitution: 
Issues and Compromises

13 D 8 - U4.2.3 Regional and Economic Growth: Westward Expansion

14 A 8 - U3.3.7 Creating a New Government and a New Constitution: 
Important Documents and Limited Government

15 B 8 - U4.2.3 Regional and Economic Growth: Westward Expansion

16 A 7 - C4.3.3 The U.S. and World Affairs: Conflict and Cooperation 
Between and Among Nations

17 C 7 - C1.1.1 Purposes of Government: Nature of Civic Life, Politics, 
and Government

18 B 7 - C4.3.2 The U.S. and World Affairs: Conflict and Cooperation 
Between and Among Nations

19 A 6 - G5.1.1 Environment and Society: Humans and the 
Environment

Social Studies – Grade 9  Released Items Fall 2008 
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Directions:  Use what you know about Civics to answer questions 42 through 46. 

42 

43 C.1.m.2
Identify major characteristics of representative democracy 

 A Option does not describe a representative democracy 

 B CA

 C Option does not describe a representative democracy 

 D Option does not describe a representative democracy 

 
44
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Item 
Number

Correct 
Answer

Standard/ 
Benchmark Description

20 B 6 - G3.1.1 Physical Systems: Physical Processes and Ecosystems

21 D 6 - G3.1.1 Physical Systems: Physical Processes and Ecosystems

22 D 8 - U4.2.3 Regional and Economic Growth: Westward Expansion

23 B 8 - U5.2.3 Civil War: Lincoln’s Presidency

24 D 7 - C1.1.1 Purposes of Government: Government Service

25 C 7 - E1.1.2 The Market Economy: Individual, Business and 
Government Choices

26 B 7 - E1.1.1 The Market Economy: Individual, Business and 
Government Choices

27 C 7 - E2.3.1 The National Economy: National Government and the 
Economy

28 A 7 - E3.1.1 International Economy: Economic Interdependence

29 B 7 - E3.1.4 International Economy: Economic Interdependence

30 D 6 - G5.1.1 Environment and Society: Humans and the 
Environment

31 C 8 - U3.3.1 Revolution and the New Nation: Creating a New 
Constitution

32 A 8 - U4.1.2 Expansion and Reform: Challenges to an Emerging 
Nation

33 C 8 - U4.3.2 Expansion and Reform: Reform Movements

34 B 8 - P4.2.2 Citizen Involvement: Voting

35 B 8 - U3.3.3 Revolution and New Nation: New Government and 
New Nation

36 B 7 - C3.6.1 Structure and Functions of Government: 
Characteristics of Nation-States
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