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8th Grade American History
8th Grade American History

Dear Parents/Guardians:

As your student’s eighth grade history teacher, I am excited to see what this year will hold for us.  Cooperation and communication among parent, student and teacher is vital for a successful education today.  Because of this, I want to touch base with you and share some of my plans for the school year.  

Instructor:  Mr. Blacquiere

My Phone:  748-4777 ext. 2002

E-mail:  Zblacqui@zps.org
My website: Americanhistorymrb.weebly.com

History textbook log-in:  LearnTCI.com (an instructional sheet will be handed out on day 2 of class)

What will we cover?

In eighth grade history, we will focus on people, places and events in American history, from the early days of the Republic and the writing of our Constitution through the late 1800’s.  In addition, in order to better connect our past with our present, students will also discuss current events through political cartoons and a variety of news outlets.

Online Textbook!

I am pleased to share with you that our textbook,  History Alive!  The United States through Industrialism, not only promotes an interactive learning process: it is also aligned with Michigan’s current curriculum guidelines. An added benefit is that students will be able to access their textbook by using their iPad at home.  That means one less textbook in their backpack!  We will bookmark the textbook website on their iPads.  (A textbook will be available to check out for those students who do not have an iPad or internet access at home.)  

ISN

Students will be receiving a copy of the Interactive Students Notebook.  The notebook is free but if it  is lost students will be charged $7 for a new one.  I will be grading their notebook in a variety of ways:

· Reading all answers for a full grade
· Reading random pages or sections for a partial grade
· Giving credit/no credit as a spot check for completing assigned homework
· Giving open notebook quizzes
What are my expectations?

I have included with this letter a copy of my routines and schedules, academic policies, and behavior expectations.  I invite you to look them over so that you are aware of the expectations I have for my students.  Please sign the form at the end of the syllabus.

Routines and Schedules

Vocabulary of the Day:  Each day will begin with a 5 minute study of an important word that will be addressed in the day’s lesson.  Students are expected to enter the class each day ready to fill out their vocabulary sheets.  Students will be asked to turn in their sheet after day 14.

History Alive!  The United States Through Industrialism Textbook:  We will read and discuss the pages to be covered for that day.  We will cover one chapter approximately every two weeks.  Chapter tests will be given throughout the year.  Students will be given at least three days notice before the test.  A study guide will be provided to help students with their studies.

Assignments:  Homework will be given on average 2-3 days a week.   It will consist of reading assignments, worksheets, projects, quizzes and tests.  It is impossible to discuss the material if you haven't read it and I expect my students to come to class prepared.  If students arrive unprepared they will be marked down for the day unless they have a written note or email from their parents with a valid excuse for why their homework is not completed.

Academic Policies

Grading Scale:  

94-100= A



73-76= C

90-93= A-



70-72=C-

87-89= B+



67-69=D+

83-86= B-



63-66=D

80-82=B




60-62=D-

77-79=C+



59-0=E

Make-up Work Policy:  When an absence is excused, you have one school day for each missed day to make up the work.  Always check the calendar on my website to see what you have missed.  It is your responsibility to find out the assignments and complete them within the time frame given.  Any assignments not turned in will be counted as a “Zero”

Late Work Policy:  This will be explained on the first day of school and will be the same policy as all the other 8th grade teachers.

Progress reports:   It will be assumed that parents or guardians will keep up with their student’s progress in my class through the parent portal.  If the parent portal is not available to you please contact me and a report can be sent home.

Behavior Expectations:

Respect:  In order for our class to run well, we all need to respect each other’s views, opinions and backgrounds.  Make sure to say and do things that build others up, not tear them down.  Remember that when the teacher or another student is talking, you are listening.  Raised hands will be recognized with due respect.  I will respect you and your views and opinions, and I need you to respect my need for order and focus in the classroom.  If what you are doing does not help me teach so that you and your classmates can learn, be prepared to discuss your behavior.
Preparation:  

· Be on time
· When class starts, be in your seat and work on your vocabulary of the day.
· Bathroom use, fountain use and pencil sharpening are to be done before class.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Please cut and return to me by Friday

I have reviewed my student’s 8th grade history syllabus.

Students Name:____________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Signature:_________________________________________________________

Comments/Questions:
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