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Civil War Web Quest 
 

The War Between the States lasted from 1861 until 1865. The long bloody war took the lives of over 
600,000 soldiers leaving more than 1,100,000, soldiers injured.  April of 2011 marked the 150th 
anniversary of the beginning of the Civil War.  What do you know about this time period in 
American History?  
 
Type in the URL listed below. Then click on the link highlighted in blue below each question number 
to find all of the answers for each of the questions listed below.  
 
http://www.gailhennessey.com/index.shtml?CivilWarwebquest.html 
 
1. President Lincoln opposed slavery.  When he was elected, which state was the first to secede 

from the Union? ______________________________________________. How many states formed the Confederate 

States of America? __________________. Which city was named the capital of the Confederacy? 

_________________________________. What four slave states stayed in the Union? 

________________________________________________________________. 

 

2.  Robert E. Lee, the Confederacy’s greatest general, graduated from which military academy? 

____________________________________.  What did President Lincoln ask him to do? 

_______________________________________________________________________. Why did he decline? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________. 

Why did Lee eventually surrender to the North? ________________________________________ 

___________________________________________. Ulysses S. Grant, leader of the Union Army, graduated from 

which military academy? _______________________________________________. 

What were two qualities about Grant that President Lincoln liked? ___________________ 

___________________________________________________________. After the war, what did this war hero become? 

______________________________________________________. 

 

3. The southern states that seceded from the United States thought no violence would occur from 

their actions.  They were wrong.  What event started the Civil War? 

_________________________________________________________.  Near which city was this site found? 

__________________________________________.  Who was the commander of the Confederate forces during 

this event? _________________________________________________. 
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4. How did West Virginia become a state? _________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________. In which year did West Virginia join the 

union? _____________________.  What was the first battle of the Civil War? 

____________________________________________. In which state did this battle take place? 

___________________________________________________________________________________.  

 

5. Matthew Brady was THE photographer of the Civil War taking 3,500 photographs.  He brought 

the war to the home front.  What did Brady once say about the camera? 

_______________________________________________________. How many photographers did he hire to assist in 

photographing the Civil War? __________________________________________. 

Did Brady become rich? ____________________. What was perhaps the most famous of Brady’s portraits? 

_________________________________________________________________________. 

 

6. What were two jobs that Clara Barton held before working as a nurse and collecting and storing 

medical supplies for the soldiers in the Civil War?  

____________________________________and ___________________________________.  Called the Angel of the 

battlefield, Clara Barton helped to set up a project after the war.  What was its purpose? 

________________________________________________________________. Later in life what organization did Clara 

Barton start? ______________________________________________________. 

 

7. It is estimated that at least 400 women, from both sides, fought in the Civil War as soldiers or 

spies. What were three reasons that women enlisted to fight disguised as men? 

____________________________, __________________________________ and _____________________. 

How was Mary Galloway discovered as being a solider? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________.  

At which battle had she fought? ___________________________________________________________. 

 

8. Name the confederate state that was the furthest west. ______________________________. 

Name the confederate state that was the furthest south? _______________________________. 

Did Kentucky secede? _____________. Did Arkansas secede? _______________. Did Missouri secede? 

________________. 
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9. Hardtacks were biscuits eaten by union soldiers during the Civil War.  What were they also 

called? __________________________________ or ______________________________________. 

What caused the many holes in the crackers? ___________________________________________. 

What other name were the biscuits known as? _________________________________________. 

How did they get this name? _____________________________________________________________. 

 

10. What was the bloodiest battle of the Civil War? _____________________________________. 

Which battle of the Civil War was the “turning point” of the war? ______________________ 

____________________________________________.  The Battle of Vicksburg was fought on which  

river? ___________________________________________. Grant’s forces split the Confederacy in two when the 

Union gained control of this river. What was the name of the Confederate leader that surrendered at 

this battle? _____________________________________. 

 

Under Activities: 

11. Listen to three pieces of music from the Civil War and list the name of the song and something 

you learned from the song. 

Name of song one: ________________________________________________. Something I learned from this song 

was _________________________________________________________________________. 

Name of song two: ________________________________________________. Something I learned from this song 

was _________________________________________________________________________. 

Name of song three was __________________________________________. Something I learned from this song 

was _________________________________________________________________________. 

My favorite song was _______________________________________________ because _____________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________. 

 

12. Click on the link under “Johnny Cakes”.  As you explore this site list four other food items 

soldiers received: ______________________________, ____________________________ 

__________________________________________________ and _____________________________________. 

What did soldiers call meat that was preserved poorly? ________________________________. 
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13. Click on the link for the primary source- a diary of teen William Bircher, who became a Bugle 

Boy during the Civil War. Read and answer the following questions. 

Where did William Bircher live? __________________________________________________________. 

Why did the Union army first reject him? ________________________________________________. 

What company was William finally able to join? ________________________________________. 

 

14.  Click on the link for the primary source-a diary of ten-year-old Carrie Berry, who lived in 

Atlanta, Georgia during the Civil War. Read the diary and answer the following questions. 

What did Carrie do on August 4th? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

What did Carrie do on August 24th? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

 

15.  Click on the link about uniforms worn by the soldiers during the Civil War and answer the 

following questions. What color uniform did the Union army wear? ___________________________________. 

At the start of the war what color uniform did the Confederate army wear? 

__________________. Why was this a problem? ______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________. What color uniform did the Confederate army 

change to? ____________________________________________________________.  

 

16. Click on the link for Civil War trivia and list two pieces of trivia that you learned. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17.  Click on the link “Test your Civil War IQ” and take this very easy quiz and write down your 

score. Be honest! _____________________________. 

 

 

 

 
http://rmiley.weebly.com/assignments.html 
 


