
 

Kids Pick the President: The Issues 

Taxes 

Federal taxes paid by U.S. citizens help to 

pay for the U.S. Military as well as existing 

federal health care programs, retirement 

programs, food stamps, disaster relief, 

schools and other efforts.  But now the 

U.S. has fallen into deep debt.  The 

government must raise taxes or spend less. 

Or both. 

Jobs 

More people are finding work, but 

unemployment is still high.  What should 

the president do? 

Iran 

Iran claims to be developing atomic energy 

for peaceful purposes but Iran’s 

government has sponsored terrorism in 

the past and there is global concern that 

they are developing nuclear weapons.  The 

UN has issued orders to Iran to stop 

activity that could be used to build a 

nuclear bomb, which Iran has ignored.  

What should the president do about Iran? 

Afghanistan 

After the Sept. 11 attacks, the U.S. invaded 

Afghanistan because those attacks were 

planned by al-Qaeda terrorist who were 

based in the country.  President Obama 

has now set a timetable for withdrawing 

those troops- a plan that some Americans 

disagree with. 

Immigration 

While most Americans agree on the need 

for secure borders, much of this issue 

pertains to how the federal government 

will address the roughly 11 million illegal 

immigrants already in the U.S. What makes 

the issue more complicated is that many 

U.S. businesses rely on illegal immigrants 

as a cheap workforce, which makes some 

American workers worry. 

Same Sex Marriage 

In the U.S. there are roughly half a million 

same-sex couples living together as if they 

were married.  The federal government 

and most states do not recognize or issue 

marriage licenses to same sex couples.   

Healthcare 

Some people believe access to quality 

healthcare ought to be a right of all 

Americans.  President Obama signed into 

law healthcare reforms that would give 

more Americans health care they can 

afford but would make it mandatory.  

Others say that the law should be 

repealed; that individuals not the 

government, should decide whether to buy 

insurance. 

 



 

Energy 

Everyone agrees that the U.S. would be 

better off if it were not dependent on 

foreign oil, and there are lots of ideas as to 

how we go about reaching this goal of 

energy independence. Some want the 

federal government to loosen 

environmental regulations on oil 

companies that want to drill in the U.S..  

Others want the federal government to 

support alternative energy initiatives that 

would decrease our dependency on oil in 

general. 

 

Education 

Many people believe America’s public 

school system is in a crisis as U.S. kids fall 

behind kids in many other countries in 

academic performance.  For the most part, 

states and local community’s control 

education in the U.S.  However, the federal 

government plays a role in shaping 

standards and helping pay for education.   

What should the president do about 

education. 

 

Medicare/Medicaid 

Medicare and Medicaid were created in 
1965. Medicare insures 49 million seniors 
and people with disabilities, while Medicaid 
covers 69 million low-income and disabled 
Americans, including one of three children. 
Medicare accounts for 15% of the federal 

budget and is on target to grow at least 6% 
a year until 2019. The trust fund that pays 
for hospital insurance is projected to run 
out of money in 2024. 
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