America _ | .
& YO u r : erenice Estrada Mendez, 18, says
‘ sheis happy that her famlly came
to the United States Sort of.
- Tes rough for an 1mm1grant
glrl she sdys, “because I speak
-Spamsh “because of my color: That
limits my chances for success in
_this'country.” S
. Berenice was 11. when her fam-
11y made the dangerous journey across
the Sonoran Desert {see. s:debar) She
'~ now lives in South Central Los Angeles
with her parents and two brothers,
Victor Hugo, 23, and Rufino, 14,
_ ) Each evemng, Berenice rushes
* home from classes at.the local com-
mumty college to cook dinner for her
father He repairs factory.machines.
- Her- mother works ina factory,
rmtmg T-shirts. She doesn’t get
- home until nine o'clock each night. -
“The job my morm has is riot what -
'she deserves,” says Rufino, an eighth--
- grader at Los Angeles Academy. Middle,
. “School. “And my dad is Workmg hard 5
every single day to survive.” o
‘ ,Wlth_ S0 -many obstacles to face in
their adopted country, why did the:
family risk their lives to come to the -
U.5.2 “My famdy and T are f1ghtmg f-:)rL
‘a better 11fe » says Rufino.

: ,Valued Wdrkers or Crir'ninals

Like the Estrada Mendezes, an estl-\
mated 11.5 Imlhon people live in the ‘
U.S. .1llega11y. A growing number are ;
. from Mexico and Central America, '
: where-]ob opportunmes are limited.

- The new 1mmlgrants have sparked l
controversy Are they criminals who ,

' 't‘é‘;ﬁ;‘gﬂt BT,
“THAT THEY
SHOULD HAVE
 ACHANCE TO
~ SUCCEED IN
THE U.S.-

¥
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Berenice and Rufino vividiy
recall their journey across the
Sonoran Desert [see map, p. 15]."|
remember my family running away
from the Border Patrol,” says
Rufino. “{ was trying to jump a-
fence, and | didn't see it. Crash/|
cut my face, and | was bleeding.”

The family had paid a smuggler
to lead them through the desert, on
‘James Sensenbrenner (R [ footand by car. They slept a few
T W1sc ). He says: the bill “anns 0. pre— @ hours each night. “It was very,

j vent another 9/11-type attack by EllS- B Vvery cold,” says Berenice. “There
: ruptmg terronst travel;” S were plants, animals, snakes. it
f .ﬁ-j'Many 1mm1grants have reacted was frustrating. You didn’t know
what to expect.”
The trip took nearly a week. But,
_ i - says Rufing, the struggle was
' school “It 3 hard,’_’ 'sh "'says : “[for] I worthit. “/wantto [get] a good
1mm1grants toshow ‘the potennal—- ERRE  cducation in this country,” he tefls
i _‘_what we can doi n ﬂns country, mstead JS. “My family and | are fighting for
i :0f worklng ini factones and domg the R o better life.”
Tow- paying jobs.™". -
The U S, Senate has passed a dlffe

¥ It drams funds from educahon health
l Care and law. enforcement They also

Worry about the lack-of security along S ent version of the lmnngratlon b1]l It
 the. 2 ,000- nnle u. S ~Mexico border P : would help some: undocumented Work—
ST ers. achte\(e legal status President Bush
Congress Can t Agree S ‘supports this idea. So far, the House and
- 'The-U.S. House of Representatives *- .. Senate have not agreed on a final bill, .
' recently. passed an immigration bill "« <. Berenice and Rirfino say. that they
' that calls for a fence nearly-700 nriles . - will: keep working for immigrant nghts :
~long to be bu]lt along the border. (See‘f' -+ “Itis very important for’ young people .
. map; p. 15, ) The bill would fine- " toget inwolved in politics,™ says Rufino. :
- employers who hire undocumented o “We'ineed] to know what is happernng .
-workeis. [1mm1grants whoenterthe: ~  so that in'the future we can' change - -
.S, without official pernnssmn] : - “[laws] and: flght for i 1rnm1grant youths. -

One of. the b1]l 5 sponsors is' Repre- - ) . ]ust hke me.” - —Suzanne Mclabe -
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" '-ff.;-'Mexma'n teens talkabout Ilfe":_

\ Worid_/

= 4 Mlchel 14, hve 1n Mexrco 8
S caprtal Mexrco ( _1ty They
. Wk share.a large, sprawhng house

g wrth therr parents and several aunts
E 'uncles and cotlsins. o

Mu51c plays on vanous radlos

o tucked into the’ sma]l bedroorns Here

S a pohtlcal debate is always in. progress. -
" The family’s two dogs bark as if they e
Want to:join in. s
~In the Parra: home and across Mex— o

" ico, one of the hottest debate toplcs 1s
the July 2 presmlennal electron—and =

what happened afterward. Of the 41

million- _v_ote,s_ cast, _fewe_r than 240, _O_QO

icardo. Parra, 13 -and hlS 51ster

: separated the winner, frorn h1s nval
_ '_ The rlval refused to accept.the results ‘
Hecalled ford; protest that' blocked traf-
‘:"flc and distupted business for weeks.

Rlcardo and: thhel are as inter- .. ]

" gstedas the: adults in the pohtlcal rhs- "

cussions. They know that earning °

enough money to support a fa_r_mly is: :‘

' hard for many Mexicans to'do. :
“That is what drove their parents to.

'BNiETLE] to Florida, where Ricardo . .

was born The Parras returned horne L

cause. they nnssed their families. But
hile living i 1n the U 5., they earned
ough money to start thelr own tax1
cornpany in Mex1co Clty
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:.”0.~|.I’(ICS and thelr'love of home .

by R:carda Sandoval m Mexnca Eity .

In the' pre51dent1al race, R1cardo

L Mrchel and their parents. supported the
losirig’ candldate Andrés Manuel Lopez,
~. . .Obrador of the liberal party. -~ '

The teens’: mother, ‘A'lrna, remem-

~ bers what it was like to be poor. She -
- says that when Lépez Obrador was.
Mayor of Mexico-City, he tried -hard :

o improve people’s lives. As Presi- -

Words to Know




