. - ike aﬁy sﬁperhero
should, Wo_ﬁder:WoméIia
came athg at just the . |
'righf_ time. She rheidé |

her first ap'péafance in thé fal_l' |
of 1941, when World War Tl
had been raigi_hg_ in Eurb'pe for
two years. The United States | |

J( 10 Video o _had managed to stay out of

M | the fighting—so far.
S When All-Star Comics No. 8 .
hit Americail newsstands that
fall, the kids who grabbed
it off the racks had no idea
that in jusi a few weeks, the
US would join the conﬂ_ict.

- What fh‘e_y quickljz realized,
thoﬁgh, was that something .
new and éxcitin_g Was going .
‘onina nine-page story called

“Introducing Wonder Woman,”

" which appeared near the back

| ‘of the 76-pe_1ge comic book.
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" Bytheend of that story, a
powerful' Amazon warrior princess
named Diana has adopted the U.S.-

as her new home. Clad in a super- -

“hero costume that incorporates an
American eagle-and the red, white,
blue, and stars of the U.S. flag, she
is ready to help America defeat
“the evil force that is threatening
Europe and the world: the Nazis.

Wonder Woman was an jmme- -

F  diate hit with boys and girls altke.

Along with Superman and Batman,
she remains one of the most rec- -
'ogni?.able superheroes worldwide.
They are the only three comic-book

f superheroes to. have been pub-

.

‘i ?ll. These

are the
first sketches of
Wonder Woman
that illustrator
Harry G. Peter
sent to William
Moulton Marston,
her creator.

lished almost continuously since
their first appearance.

“#“To Inspire Gizls to

Self-Confidence”

Wonder Woman was the brain- .
child of William Moulton Marston,
a psychologist from Rye, New York.
Marston’s prev_idus claim to fame
was developing one of the first

‘polygraphs (lie-detector machines).

Marston entered the comics
business in 1940, when the pub-

 lisher of Superman cormics hired '

him as an-adviser. Comic books
were new at the time, but they
were already under attack by adults

“name Charles Moulton.}

who feared that comics were a bad
influencé on children. Marston,
‘however, believed that comics
could help impart positive values to
kids. Not satisfied with just giving
advice, hie soon came up with a
new character: Wonider Woman.

Then, as now, most comic-
book characters were male. The
few female characters were minor
players with limited powers. The
first Hawkgirl, for instance, was
the girlfriend of Hawkman. Some-
times she would wear a spare set
of his wings and his anti-gravity

- belt to trick'bad guys into thinking

that she was him, But she had no
power or authority of her own.
Marston had been a supporter
of women’s rights since his college
days. “The only hope for civilization
is the greater freedom, development_
and equality of women in all fields.
of human activity,” he wrote in .
1942, when he revealed himself as
Wonder Woman’s author: {He pub-
lished her adventures under the pen
. Marston’s Wonder Woman was -
the equal of any male superhero.
Her superpowers were her great
strength, sp_eed, and smarts, pius
the ability to fly. She wore bracelets
that deflected bullets and a tiara |
that could be used as a boomefang.
Her magic lasso forced anyone
‘caught ir its grip to tell the truth.

'cont_inued onp. 16
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", Marston said his -
goal was “to set up

a standard among
children and young
people of strong, free,
COUrageous woman- -
hood; and to combat |
the idea that women @
are inferior to men,
and to inspire girls to |
. self-confidence and
achievement in athlet-
ics, occupations, and
professions monopo-
- lized by men.”

Those ideals may not seem _
unusual today, but they w'ere- far
- from common at the time. In 1941,
few women worked outside the =
home. The 19th Amendment, which
guaranteed worhen’s right to vote,

\
!

before the war.

*‘B 9@2 During World “

War Il, Rosie the
Riveter called on women to
! keep America running by
taking on jobs held by men

Congress declared war
- -on Japan and, three
days after that, on Ger-
mary-and Italy.' By the
tithe Wonder Woman
appeared on the cover
of the January 1942
Sensation Comics -
No. 1, the U.S. had
entered World War II.

-at War
While Wonder
Woman was busy

outsmarting and overpowering bad |

guys in the comics, real women
were doing their part for the war

effort. In 1942 alone, more than’

2 million women poured into the -
workforce, doing the jobs of men -

Real W@men g

~an ad campaign targeted women,

The most famous poster showed a

. character called Rosie the Riveter

flexing a Wonder'Wbrnan-li_ke mus-
cle and declaring, “We Can Do It!”.
In May 1942, a new law created

_'the‘na'tion’-s first' military unit for

women. More than 150,000 women

 joined the Women’s Army Corps,

serving in noncombat support roles.

_Other armed service brapches' soon
. created their. own female units.

Losing Her Powexs
In 1945, World War IT ended,.

and American men came flooding -
home, Many working women lost
their jobs to the returning Gls.

~ Wonder Woman also lost power.
Marston died in 1947, and the new -
writers and editors didn’t have the - - :

same commitment to symbols of
“strdng, free, colirageous woman-
hood.” Wonder Woman spent less
time fighting bad guys and more

who’d gone off to fight. Women
' ran farms and factories; they built
- ships, planes, tanks, and Weapd_ns.
~ With still more workers needed,

‘had been in effect only 21 years.

7 On December.?,'_194_1-—soqn after

Wonder Woman’s debut—Japan . '
.. bombed Pearl Harbor. The next day,

ther female superheroes have made their way onto the pages of

comic hooks over the years. Many were based on established male

characters—Supergirl from Superman, for instance. Some were
members of male-dominated teams, such as the Fantastic Four's Invisible
Girl (later Invisible Woman). But no female characters ever became as
popular as Wonder Woman, and publishers did little to develop them.

These days, though, comics are big business. Hollywood is mining them
for movies, and more women and girls are saying, “Hey, what about us?” DC
and Marvel, the two biggest comic-book publishers, are finalty listening.

A new raft of female superheroes has arrived, but gender isn't the only
change you'll see in today’s comic books. The superhero universe is now
maore diverse than ever. Take the new Ms. Marvel fleft]. Her secret identity ig
Kamala Khan, a Muslim Pakistani-American teenager. After Peter Parker
died, the role of Spider-Man was taken over hy Miles Moarales, who's half-
black, half-Hispanic. Captain America is also African-American. There are
Asian superheroes too, including Yukio, a Japanese martial-arts expert
who’s in a wheelchair. What kinds of superheroes would you like to see?

?@‘E Meet the new
e U v Ms. Marvel, a

Muslim teenager from
‘ New Jersey.
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time in her regular-person identity,

‘Diana V_P-r:inee. In 1968, the writers - "

~ did-away with Wonder Woman’s ©-~ |
‘powers completely and kept herin’

her Diana Prince tole: full time. -

- Btit with the women’s: Ilberatlon'.
movement of the 19605 and 1970s, .
Women were demandmg stronger -
fernale role models. In'1972; anew i E

femlmst magaztne called Ms, - .
turned to an old ideal: Wonder :
Woman as she used to. be. The

~cover of the first regular issue. of T

Ms. portra_yed her as huge and- -

powerful, striding under a headl'ine' |
that Sald WONDER WOMAN F@R Y §
' PRESIDENT Eventually, ‘Wonder .

Woman 8 powers were. restored _1n_§
the comic books as Well

What Kmd of Hero"

Today, there’s-a new wave of
debate over how fernale super~

_heroes should be: portrayed Some
“‘people say that too- much empha— -

sis is placed on physmal beauty,

.skrmpy 011tf1ts and sexy poses, an d i
-not enough on smarts and strength.

‘As Bryony Gordon; a ]ournahst

: puts it: “Why do aIl female super- 1
. heroes have to do cartwheelsin, |

' corsets and skin-tight catsuits?” - . |-
) B Autharity to set new ethics standards for comic books.

Biit others. say that Wonder

' _Woman can still be a positive role

. model. Psychmtnst Jean Kim' recalls; | comic Books ARE K OT

how playlng ‘Wonder Woman gave.

i ‘ her confldence as'a kld

“[The boys] would play Batman ,_:-j 3

or Sprder Man, and I could bea
* perfect Wonder Woman, k1ckmg

lrke I had_ tall red boots on. I éven
- made my own perfect-magic lasso,”
" Kim wrote in Psychology Today." .

“Her influence on my self-esteem

and my future aepir'ations caniot.

be undervalued; sometiries. ‘these : =
pop cultural images and role:..
—Kathy W:lm'ore :

rnodels matter.”

i _Shu_ster had 1

. ‘and spawn cou
“the rights te;

. -became DC.Comics

Bl CONGRESS INVESTIGATED COMIC BOOKS. Some parents and

' Diego, Californi
|- conventions'now: held all-
=+ over.the warld, Comic-Co
- brings together comics -
| creators, movie and- TV

-fans—wdh many dressed as

d educators saw comic hooks as a bad influence on kids. Protests led
4 the Senate Subcommittee en Juvenile Delinquency to investigate the
industry in 1954. In respense, publishers established the Comics Code

: AGAIN. After ye

‘ comlcs conve

stars, and thousands of °

_ thelr favorlte characters
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